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Past and Present of the CIRA-Japana (Center of
International Research for Anarchism, Japan) : Focusing on

Visual Materials at the Hiroshima Gathering of August 6,
2015
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The CIRA-Japana was established on October
1970, but the project was quickly suspended
for almost 10 years before it restart its activities
In 1995. Ten years later, in 2005, the whole
system and staff was renewed.
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2) How was the process of its first foundation in 1970?

In 1968, a Japanese anarchist student, Hiroshi Ozeki, traveled through Europe
and visited CIRA (Centre International de Recherches sur I'Anarchisme) in
Lausanne, Switzerland.

Back in Japan, he decided to found CIRA in Japan. He wrote in his book (See,
Ozeki Hiroshi, The contemporary anarchism movement: report on journey by an
young anarchist, 1971, Tokyo):

“In CIRA, Switzerland, there are so many journals and pamphlets which were
published by anarchists of many countries. Even other wealthy libraries couldn’t
have such publications. The authors of these publications are not scholars, but
activists.”

Besides the CIRA, any other library could not play such a significant role. For
example, the CIRA had so many flyers, posters and pamphlets published during
the Spanish Civil War. These are so powerful that we can learn the essence of
this revolution. When we read these publications, we can feel the energy from
that period and we can understand the revolutionary process that took place.
“After | decided to found the same anarchist information center in Japan, in
cooperation with some comrades, we established the center at Fujinomiya,
Shizuoka. We named Center for International Anarchism Research, Japan
(CIRA-Japana in Esperanto). With this title "CIRA", we thought to collect not only
Japanese materials, but also foreign ones.
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The CIRA-Japana collects materials and
classifies them; these materials are mainly
produced after the 1970's. They are kept at
Fujinomiya and Yachimata, Chiba. There are
many donations from the family of deceased
anarchists. Recently, the center received many
materials from the “Anarchist Club” which
lasted from the 1950's to the 1980's.
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Fujinomiya archive:
The map of Japan: The blacked region is Shlzuoka
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A photograph from the outside of the archive in
Fujinomiya where the materials are kept.
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| A photograph of books from inside the archive: We
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ik | can appreciate the complete works of Shusui §§
- @ | Kotoku, Sakae Osugi and Sanshiro Ishikawa, i
l among other books 8
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Another photograph from inside the archive. We

keep the complete works of Bakunin, Kropotkin,
among other books.
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Yachimata archive:
Map of Japan, the blacked region is Chiba.
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A photograph from the outside of the archive in
Yachimata (left building).
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N Inside the archive: The selected works of Proudhon
B h among other books.
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= Books on the history of the Japanese
mouvement.
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http://ira.tokyo/ j-’
Shinjuku Library/Tokyo/IRA (Irregular Rhythm Asylum)
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Archiving old journals.




INEEE The sort of collected materials:
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There are also the personal archives of
Susumu Hasegawa and Talji Yamaga,
and the archives of organizations like
the Anarchist Library Club.

Many flyers, posters, journals, etc...



A photograph from the album of Yamaga: Spanish
anarchist Victor Garcia on July 1, 1962 at Dazaifu,
Kyusyu.



8 A photograph from the album of the Anarchist Club
with a big black flag.
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Poster of "Heimin Shimbun"

(Peoples' News) after 1945
(probably in the 1950's): The
organ of the Japan Anarchist
Federation "Heimin
Shimbun; published every
saturday; bloody tradition of
40 years since Shusui
Kotoku; the power of the
State is always the enemy of
the people; the easy way to
understand economy,
culture, politics, criticism
against people's
emancipation theory by the
Japan Communist Party;
Editorial office of Heimin

Shumbun, Tokyo, n.d.
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The front page of a pamphlet:
To the workers; government
and capitalists are all
gangsters who control us with
"rules"”, control us from the
State and extort from us fee
charges as "taxes". If you
cannot pay, they come
uninvited to your and plunder
your belongings. How long will
they continue with this
nonsense...



A poster used to
commemorate the 66th
anniversary of the
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Another poster of the
first Hiroshima gathering
In 1985.
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The activities of the CIRA-Japana:

Since 2007, the CIRA-Japana has started to
publish an anarchist calendar every year, and
It also began to issue a newsletter every 3
months.



= <2
1 . GIRA TP RCRSLE

alendaro weem | 100-F




1905:*1‘-2)!.. SRRk A T 0

BT U AN SR L

2 Lk RO EEL
uﬂ.‘l |qn1i1 1"!!! az

. 19071 H, OF
‘F-"Jdiiﬁ'f' f!'IL F.Fllhitf 'ﬂ

rfhh! i3, R
& ‘*-Hﬂu'lﬂ'ﬂ'-at.IClnSfr-SiJ

: Jﬁ . TR
Thhiz,

1122 D
Paas R it D Januaro*




B A4 M S H

\sﬁ.-
..

e ===
,a_m._l Byl RESevene

/
I

g i
i ¢
|

| FL L TH | Bnio%

LI B E - e RIS S, I

] e
B

Kalendaro




f

L&
%

.

W SEFCRRCLTE TOlfAhS) 1968 5

1853 6 4 B MEERRNEICT

1
187905 | 205 TRERIBL A (H- EEESIDICEF NS0 98 FREEZERAS 01 FE¥ m

03 EEEAMSTRELOMICNGS, DROMSEC L THES, REREELER 06 £rn Mk v
ARG A F I MOMEIEE (iad) BT 10 FREsIEhh AP, SROFEREEC b
HSTE, $273 Y AOICETSENAENMES TR AT NES, ol BT RSN
THEMPERNE, FEEToM. |4 FENEACHTRE, SEMEICND. 13 SMOERERRRT

FFZ PEEEERL, TORE R 19 FEN, EE&RRITD. DiE, 8ORE0

BBV, TKEER. WA R, M - BEEREORFICHE 3. 27 £KE. TRE—. 5

| es M0 6 ¥ TPHEEIgh) 25T PEICHEY, 73X MR, EOeslHE05. HEO
EirHReE EREARNOEEIIBETCREES. RSB L ERENa. 8 55 A
FrERRICITDY, 2EEEBICHE, METFIEER ] QA —FN I, MEE] %
HHETRY. SEETHE, LCETICHIOBRTHHITHHEBEENERT 2. 61 F 6 HEEFF

FA M2 FTREARICS ST RELS. 6T ERET TR MTAEE] DEEFMLD.

W 1930 i, ErSEE. BRHST. SIRE




CIRA-JAPANA

2012

Kalendaro




W A LA SEERE D C R REM SRRSO TED
T | RHEEG - BI(1983 £). FR LSS ——A
CEDEE FTFALETANT Y (1984 ). ORFF
=118/ — h—IFRE TR S (3TN (2002 ) [E+ B RILOEEIC T o BEEOE| VR S WP
FI7THA Mo5—RETEROEHL] (2001 £) HES: - S (2003 £ 7 F)

19205 10R 4B, RITEFND, 335, REFWEFHITANF, 385, BRI THY
FHEL TS - R RS [R ] 281T RARLE K LAEDN LI AT MFEY,
FLATOCBPIE S BT OB SR SBEX i RARERATEIRIT(DET A
BTz BAEFL (46T, BART A F A MR T B L RITERE 25 5. Lo
FUMHFF LB NT IL—T A4 LR A TSR 525 WRI (B SH841EA 9 —F 3
/L) BARERIC S, ROBEES), SRR FO SR #) O Fof THE I CHU LAY, 655 BASK [
FLBIE] LA (~955F) . 69F R THGESHBE. [Bdi#s] (~724F) ZA7.
TOEIZL[RRFA R/ — £ FIT LA WRIBAEF Cr I SEBI LA LEE a4 1 { o7
i, LB ST £ 3R I LA DR E-RHOER LT 7. T4FRKRIL. BEITKREBS T
ORADKI- LY R R E-RRR-RT T RAREB S SHESER-TER By OE )12
EA LT B [9ERA BT (~945F) %, 20004 112[ & La Nigreco] (~
03%) #8FIL - 91128 T, [RREBVHR/ —HOMETRELT[ &%/ ——3E%
A BHFATHEIFASIETIT. 03 FO4 77 REBOULHTELETEEN. FLOEEIELR
1o SEEDOALYL ERVNT 5. 3~ DEE)E Th-1-. 200358H6H. KR,

W EBEIANT Y bR (BB TRAF.1968F6H 128D ?




7

7 T%#zA RAIN™N—1 O] 11] 7 m
kuﬂm 1 i A% ﬁié AN @) (S




Rk
TR

BRERS




i
1
2014

THEE¥XA- AV —

e 7HEALLE v —




— PRTINCERS

192555321 HRmitbE 1 Bl (EASEEACRER, SRIER. e i —8 MEAAR)

l_w
A
4

FOFARHEEAY/1925F4A27HRBRMRAE | BAH (A5 ZFHICHER)

FAOCNE(SEHOBED —~onmie [
G20 L1600 REFH - ViEE 0"
Uh B RS WO R AW O N E R E WY
A IR SIS S IR o B
FREWEVWRRLEELD L ENEC VO’
E& o m ™ M0 SR BRI R 88 X T N 413
$iE M (HE) " B Sm O HEFRKEO
USRI VI HE VR ER (1K) EmE
MURRH L= HHERHEHECmWR S
LMW ERO 4601 ) SHEFESIOBE-VEE
SHXRA— L BRSO EHQRE V10" WO
— N MM’ Ehi-u-E NS K R
HHU SRV N D ANIRSE A &2 ¥y
AENSHENS Bfom~myE" {IHN
REEBHCEZKVEERHE KEERE R
NECHKK ELSmOUS” #EK W INH
NEZKSBEELS O BES KRV KE
PIZRQ R0 DN R e B - O
RSO0 00" WIS 2 EH QR WO
KRSHIWS | I 2N O QHERB S 0
$° A H ] QARS’

—oawEomSm #BEIEKB—E\RE
—E EREN-EE @R #X
w i —RY

—~oNOHMAM BKREHREER R\ §
RN R o —R

~oanFumdm KEIRK—R\ER
T T SRR E o= R
Hr—& §iR oo —HE SR oo - — Bl Uiy

—~oaoFnmomn KEMERRORN\R
B EREX—OE B4 @R
B TH =" & ol —HE #Roi—
et

P850 ERETE B OIS
2—NOEXBH-QuR’

WR-G—TIH SE(H)" SR —ER
WA SHE(K)



‘1?‘»;&4% afm ?3““‘__;
b N My e,

$)Ly§¢_4—4 (=2
t. %’5




W
%
-

L
£

&
-
-
[

4
.
L




)

Some events are organized by the

CIRA-Japana, e.qg. lectures, second

hand anarchist book fair, exhibition of
d old anarchist journals or the Yamaga

su [BHEDF F—FX L)
Ex—(lfﬂ archive.
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The CIRA-Japéna also publishes the catalog of their
archives and pamphlets.
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7 / 8 O http://sturm-und-drang13.net/

In 2013, thIS movie “Sturm Und Drang” features
Japanese anarchists of the 1920's. It was produced by
___Junji Koya with the help of the staff and members of the
1 ., CIRA Japana
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Yamaga Manga and Japanese Anarchism”, published in
I the Signal, A Journal of International Graphic s & Culture,
1 02, PM Press, 2012, pp.110-141.
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Some problems to solve: The lists of
archives and books are incomplete. The
books and archives are dispersed in
Fujinomiya and Yachimata where the
warehouses are not safe. The majority of
members and participants are more than 60
years old. We need more young members
and positive support.
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We are waiting for new members. The
lowest member fee is only 1,000 yen per
year. We send to members the newsletter
four times a year. If you give us more than
2,000 yen per year, we will send you not
only the newsletters but also the calendars.
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Thanks for your attention!

contact@cira-japana.net
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